
laoanee, Ont.. 

Septeruber 29th;, 190~. 

Jatres Vhite Esa;, 

Seo~rapher, Decartment of the Interior, 

0 T T A W A. 0 n t. 

Dear Sir:-

I have vour letter of the 23rd., makin~ inouiries as to the origin 

of the narre " ~apan8en . and askin~ for other particulars. 

I believe the name originallv was derived frorr the Tndian, and si~-

nified :se "flour n, end afterwards obtained the si:5nifjcance of "the 

fleur mill " . The name has not alwavs been soelled "i a p a n e e ": , but lrns 

2one throu~h several variations of that spellin2. There has been some contra. 

versv in our local oauer(the " Japanee Beaver ")in rescect to the exact ori;:rin 

and significance of the narre . and orobablv the cerson best informed on all the 

historv and trad i tion bearinq uoon the ~atter is ~r C.C.Jaœes. Deoutv Winister 

of A2riculture. of Toronto, who was formerlv a resident here. The fact that 

i t would see:n to have the meanin9 of "the flour rrill " is in a measure confirrred 

bv the fact that manv of the old settlers in the front part of the Oountv still 

spea k of the pla.ce as "the 1auanee " . 

The first white settlers located here orobablv about 1780, and I be-

lieve the ~randfather of Sir R.J.Cartwri~t was 2iven a qrant of the land which 

incJudes the town site. He built the fleur rrill iust below the falls of the 

Napanee River . and there is still a rnill there owned bv Sir Richard J. Cart-

wri2ht. I may sav in passin2", thaf I believe mv own 1reat ~randfather was ~ 
d<.. ~t milJ -wri~ht emoloved bv the Cartwri2"hts, and I think he carr,e to the Towr 

in 1791. 


